SECONB  "^  I 

GENERAL  EPISTLE  OP  TfiE 

OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  JESUS  CHRIST 

OF 

FROM  THE 

GREAT  SALT  UKE  VALLEY, 

TO  THE  SAIiNTS  SCAITERED  THROUGHOUT  THE  EARTH, 

GREETING: 

Beloved  Brethren  ; —  8  «>]  jji 

Since  our  commmication  of  April,  many  events' interesting  m  their  na- 
ture as  relating  to  tie  progress  of  truth,  aid  the  hap]  imss(  i  the  iaithtui, 
have  tra.iSLired,  a.d  we  imirove  theeailiestmjme.it  to  write  ot  the 
same  that  the  hearts  of  all  may  le  united  xMth  us  m  1-iaise  to  Is.ael  s 
God  fo:  the  iaifitlmiat  of  his  proaii.es  a  .d  o/the  p.o,.h3Cies  ni  t.iese  last 

*^^ij*.  the  12th.  of  Anril,  Elder  Amasa  Lyman  left  this  jlace  m  company 
with  several  brethren  for  Western  Cdi  or  aa,  carrying  cur  loimer  epistle  ; 
andOaot.  Alle.i  Compton  started  with  a  mail  containing  the  same  Icr 
the  States,  two  da/s  after,  a:id  although  the  siow  was  unusual  y  deep, 
and  had  beea  long  considered  imi  assible,  we  are  happy  m  having  learned, 
thn  Br  Gomptoii  and  the  little  band  of  brethren  accompanying  him, 
..rived  safe  in  Ka.ies/iUe  after  a  spead/  a  id  toilsome  journey. 
"  't)iS  heat  of  sammar,  began  to  b3  e^hibite-l  at  midday  about  the  mid- 
'  die  of  April,  which  rapidly  dispersed  the  snow  upon  the  mountains  ;— 
thou-h  more  or  less  continues  m  sight  of  our  bea-Uiful  valley,  p eri  etual- 
W  a^id  the  weath.r  continued  variable  until  the  23d.  of  May,  when  i 
V  as  very  severe,  accompanied  by  a  heavy  fall  of  snow,  and  was  i<  Hewed 
the  succeeding  day,  by  a  seve.e  frrst  ;  si-ice  which  time,  Jhe  weather 
,  ;!s  been  mifd  and  warm,  gei  eially,  with  ccraMcnal  slight  firs  s 
in  the  valley  every  morth,  and  almost  every  week,  until  the  last, 
when  two  or  three  successive  and  severe  frcsts  put  an  end  to  veget- 

'"'''''^^T^T^v^^o  Legi:  n  has  been  re-orga-.ized  in  the  valley,  and  it  wn  11 
P  .ve  been  a  source  Sf  joy  to  the  Saints  throughout  the  earth  could  they 
h^vew^tne^sedu.  movement.,  on  the  day  cf  its  .rent  parade  ;  to^ea 
X^earir.y  of  mi^^htymcn  m  martial  nrr.y,  erovd  tlioirarms  ;  net  by 
cTmmanrbut  simply  1^'  request, rer air  to  the  temr  le blrck,  and  wi  h  pick 
a-^rsnie  open  th'  fouilation  for  a  place  of  worship-  ^n^/^r^^^  j.^^ 
vd-H  is  beams  and  mof,  so  that  we  now  have  a  commodious  edifice  1 00 
vl6le;wilh  brick  walls,  where  we  assemble  with  the  Samts  from 
s'^tba  h  o  Sabba^^^  and  almrst  every  evening  in  the  week,  to  te^^ch 
^^^i^^^-^^^^  -nd  means  f.  r  ^^..  prrsperity  of  the  Kingdrm  of 
r  V  i-dvXl  thankfrath.t  we  have  a  better  house  or  bowery  for 
p;;^ic^S>^e  cmin,  '.inter,  than  we  have  heretofore  had  any  wm- 
t?r  in  this  dis'.cr.sr.l-.ov.. 


Ni 


O 


(3) 
TIio  inhabitants  of  this  great  Basin  have  instituted  a  provisional 
SI  it3  crovarhmcnl,  adopted  a.cojistatution,  elected  oflicers,  and  we  antici- 
pate Alt,  at  tiie  next  session  of  Congress,  we  shall  be  admitted  into  the 
a  uoa,  lVe3  aad  independent  like  our  sister  States.  Our  city  lies  near 
tl3  G.eat  Salt  Lake,  which  borders  on  the  west  on  an  extensive  desert 
Wii^chfu.is  tnroLi^n  the  Basin  from  north  to  south.  We  call  our  new 
state.  Deseret.     -^  ^  ...  „     .  ,•  ,     i     .- 

A  number  of  the- brethren  left  here  in  May  and  established  a  terry  on 
the  Upper  Platte  during  the  high  ,water  ;  and  another  company  opened 
a  ferryat  each  crossing  of  Green  river.  Both  companies  have  returned 
i:i  safety  ;  and  we  anticipate  tlie  same  ferries  will  be  re-openod  m  season 
for  the  emigration-tt^:sr spring. 

The  24th.  of  Jifly  was  aday  long  to  be  remembered  by  all  present  in 
this  valley,  and  all  Saints  who  shall  learn  of  our  celebration  ;  as  the  an- 
niversary of  the  hrrival  of  the  Pioneers,  two  years  previous.  To  be- 
hold twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  feet  of  tables,  filling  the  bowery,  and  all 
adjoining  grounds,  loaded  with  all  the  luxuries  of  .the  field  and  gardens, 
and  nearly  all  the  varieties  that  any  vegetable  market  m  the  world 
could  prodiee;  and  to  see  the  seats  around  those  tables  filled  and  re-filled 
by  a  people  who  had  been  deprived  of  those  luxuries  for  years  by  the 
cruel  hand  of  oppression,  and  freely  otfermg  seats  to  every  stranger  with- 
in their  borders,  and  this  too,  in  the  valley  of  the  mountains,  a  thousand 
miles  from  civilization,  where  tv/o  years  before,  naught  v/as  to  be  found 
save  the  wild  root  of  the  prairie,  and  the  mountain  cricket,  was  a  theme 
of  unbounded  thanksgiving  and  praise  to  the  giver  of  all  good,  as  the 
dav/ning  of  a  day  v/hcn  the  children  of  the  Kingdom,  can  sit  under  their 
own  vines  and  fig-trees,  and  inhabit  their  own  houses,  having  none  to 
niake  them  afraid.  JVIay  the  time  be  ha.stcned  when  scattered  Israel  may 
partake  of  such  like  banquets  from  the  gardens  of  Joseph.       "  ''"" 

Thousands  of  emigrants  from  the  States  to  the  Gold  Mines  have  pass- 
ed through  our  city  this  season,  leaving  large  quantities  of  domestic  clo- 
thing,'wagg-ons  dec,  in  exchange  for  h3rs3S  and  males,  which  exchtinge 
has  been  a  mutual  blessing  to  both  parties. 

The  Elders,  who  received  appointments  for  foreign  mirsion^s  last  spring, 
were  generally  detained  in  the  valley  to  raise  grain  and  locate  their  fami- 
lies, until  recenily;  v/hen  Ekl.  Addison  Pratt,  started  on  his  return  mission 
to  the  Society  Islands  accompanied  by  Elders  James  Brown  and  Hiram 
H.  Blackweli.  Elder  Charles  C.  Rich  left  on  the  St|i.  inst.,  to  join  El- 
der Amasa  Lyman  in  the  Presidency  of  Western  California. 

Elder  O^son  Spencer  arrived  from  England  on  the  23d.  inst.,  in  good 
hoxlth,  welcomeiby  many  frieniSjhav'n^travgllQd  from  the  States' with 
a  company  of  S.iiits,  i  i  cDnie^tion  witi:  a  largo  qiahtity  af  merchan- 
dize now  open  in  tills  place,  by  merchants  from  St..  Louis:^\and  several 
others  Vvrho  started  with  goo  Is  for  the  mines,  liave  iq^  th'eni  iii  this  plauie 
this  seasc-n.  .  > 

E'  A  ?  •  Dm  Jones  from  Wales  is  witpin  a  few  da^/s  travel,  accompaniec' 
b/  I  "0  3:ti  3 1  o'f  t  -I :  vrels'n  brethren:  a  id  the  reiiiainder  are  locaied  oh  Pot 
tv.iw.itoTn''e  lr;,ncls 


EM:!i-s  Gjo.  a.  3  n'.ti  ail  E^ra  T.  Benson,  are- in  the  same  vicinity 
it'i  D  m  Jones,  accompanied  by  their  families,  and  large  ccmparxies  o* 
Siints  from  warm  werezeiveJ  ai  c?rpress  five  days  since,  which  Icf' 
the  n  in  a  iiversil  h:  ilth  and  prosperity.  They  will  probably  be  here  ir 
twj  weeks.     We  have  sent  teams  to  help  them  on  their  journey. 

The  direct  emigration  of  the  Saints  to  this  place  will  be  some  five  c 
six  hundred  wagons  this  season,  besides  many  wnocann  in  search  of  gold 


have  heard  the  Gospel  for  the  first  time  and  wilt  go  no  farther,  hco-nis 
believed,  and' beeiibaplizM; 

Sept.   28th.,  fourteen  or  fifteisn  c*f  the  brethren    arrived  from  the 
gold  conntry  ;  some  of  whom  were  very  comfortably  snpiilied  with  tl>* 
precious  metal,  and  others,  who  had  been  sick  came  as  d3i>t.'aiUe  '    •' 
Avent  on  the  ship  Brooklyn  in  1846.     That  there  .is  j  ieii-.?/- «  s 
Western  California  is  beyond  doubt,  but  tbe  vslie.y  oi'  tlie  ore. a 
an  unhealtliy  place,  and  the  Saints  can  be  better  employed  ir*  w  a.  <• 
grain,  and  building  houses  in  this  vicinity,  than  digging  for  gold  in  t  ■<■ 
Sacramento,  unless  they  are  courseiled  so  to  do.     The  true  use  r f  g(  It 
is  for  paving  streets,  covering  houses  and  making  ciliiiary  dishes,  a  «.; 
when  the  Saints  shall  have  preached  the  Gospel,  raised  grain  and  b.iili 
up  cities  enough  :  the  Lord  will  Opdil  up  the  way  for  a  supUy  of  gold  tc 
the  perfect  satisfaction  of  his  people  ;  until  then,  let  them  not  be  over 
anxious,  for  the  treasures  of  the  earth  are  in  the  Lord's  store  house,  and 
lie  will  open  the  doors  thereof,  when  and  where  he  pleases. 

The  grain  crops  in  the  vallev  liavebeen  good  this  season;  Wheat,  Bar- 
ley, Oats,  Ilye  and  Peb.^,  more  particularly.  The  late  Corn  and  Buck- 
wheat,and  some  lesser  graiiisdfld  vegetables,  have  been  materially  injur- 
ed by  the  recent  frcsfs;  and  some  early  corn  at  Brownsville,  forty  miles 
north,a  month  since:  and  tllebuckwheat  was  severely  damaged  by  hail,  at 
the  Utah  settlement,  cixty  miles  South  about  three  weeks  since  ;  but  we 
have  great  occasion  for  thanksgiving  to  him  who  giveth  the  increase,  that 
he  has  blest  our  labors,  so  that  with  jirudence,  we  shall  have  a  comfortable 
supply  for  oiu"seiv0s,  and  our  brethren  on  the  way,  who  may  be  in  need, 
until  another  harvest  ;  but  we  feel  the  need  of  more  labourers,  for  more 
efficient  help,  and  multiplied  means  of  farming  and  building  at  this  place. 
We  want  rntn  ;  brethren  come,  from  the  States,  from  the  nations  come  ! 
and  help  us  build,  and  grow,  until  we  can  say  enougii,  the  valleys  of 
Spliraim  are  full. 

Any  cf  the  brethren,  master  workmen  in  cotton  or  woollen  factories, 
wiio  will  come  on  with  their  means,  machinery,  and  hands  to  work  it, 
will  meet  a  warm  reception,  and  have  every  possible  facility  rendered 
them  to  prosecute  their  business,  for  we  need  such  estabiishments  in  our 
midst. 

The  Bowery  was  crowded  at  the  6tb.  of  Oct.  Conference,  so  that  the 
cry  was  "our  place  is  not  large  enough,"  a  sv/eet  and  heavenly  iuxluence 
prevailed,  and  much  important  business  was  transacted;  as  may  be  seen 
more  particularly,  by  the  minutes,  accompanying  this. 

it  was  decilied  to  locate  a  town  cr  city  at  Brownsville,  and  also  at 
Utah,  near  the  settlements  aow  existing,  the  Presidency  having  previ- 
,,ously. visited  these  plr.ces,  and  selected  sites. 

E  irly  in  thj  fall  we  s'jjit  m-^ss-^ngers  to  Sandpitch  valley,  who  selected 

a  place  for'a  settlement,  abcut  2ut)  miles  south  of  th's,  and  we   expect 

that  from  .50  to  100  families  will  start  for  that  place  in  a  few  days.    They 

also  discovered  a  plentiful  supply  of  good  rock,  or  mountain  salt,  toward 

^the  CO jitem plated  settlement. 

The  wails  of  our  Council  h^ause  are  nearly  complete^!.  The  baths 
at  the  \tarm  spring  house,  are  in  j-rogress,  and  the  foundation  is  laid  and 
b'ick  prci-arcd,  for  an  extensive  stc*e  hcuse;  and  granary;  and  no  exer- 
tious  are  wanting  en  our  prut  to  prsh  fcrvv-ai-d  the  public  works,  as  fast  as 
,  lithing  and  means  are  put  in  our  'lands;  and  v/3  are  happy  to  say  that  an 
i^-.crsasing  fvn'rit  of  liberality  and  faithfulness  is  daily  manifest  among  the 
.  Saints. 

About  one  month  since  v.e  £ugc,-ested  the  propriety  'of  creating  a  per- 


pernl  Fund  for  th?  pnrpos3  of  helping  the  poor  saints  to  emigrate  to  this 
place,  agreeably  to  cur  ccvei.aiUs  in  the  T.  ni]  le  that  ve  uciild  "never 
cease  cur  exertic i  s,  Ly  all  the  n  esi  s  si  d  ii  f: i  ei  ce  w  nhii.  t  i.i  it;  rh,  till 
all  the  saints  who  were  tlliged  to  leave  Nauvco  should  be  kcatcd  at 
S3m3  gatheriig  place  of  the  saints."  The  Council  approved  the  sug- 
gestio.i,  and  a  C3m  nittea  was  immediitely  appointed  to  raise  a  fund  by 
vola  itiry  co.itrib  ition  to  be  forwarded  east  next  mail.  The  Oct.  con- 
fere  ice  siictioiied  the  doings  of  the  committee,  and  appointed  Brother 
E  I  .vicS  irl  I  itar,  a  tried,  fait'iful,  and  approved  Bishop,  a  general  agent  to 
h3\:  t'i3  pojpetul  emigrating  funds  to  the  states,  to  supeniitGud  the 
direction  and  appropriation  thereof  and  return  the  same  to  this  place 
with  such  poor  brethren,  as  shall  be  v/isdcm  to  help. 

We  wish  all  to  understand,  that  this  fund  is  Perpetual,  and  is  neve  to 
be  diverted  from  the  object  of  gathering  the  j-cor  to  Zion  while  there  are 
saints  to  be  gathered,  unless  He  whose  risht  it  is  to  rule  shall  otherwise 
con  n  I  li.  T,i3fefore  \V3  cxll  upon  President  Orson  Hyde  and  all  sauits, 
and  all  benev*  lent  souls  everywhere,  to  unite  their  gold,  their  silver, 
aid  their  cattle,  with  ours  in  this  perpetual  fund,  and  co-operate  with 
Bishop  Hanter  in  producing  as  many  teams  as  possible  preparatory  for 
next  spring's  emigration,  nnd  let  the  ]  ocr  who  ore  to  be  heljed,  go  to 
work  with  their  mights  and  prepare  waggons  of  wood  for  their  journey. 
S  i3'i  waT^oiis,  withoit  a  ly  iroi,  nowexist  ii  this  valley,  that  have  come 
from  the  states,  having  done  good  business;  and  so  great  has  lieen  the  in- 
tinx  of  waggons  this  season,  that  they  are  cheap,  and  iron  comparatively 
plenty. 

T  lis  perpetual  fand  is  to  be  under  the  special  direction  of  the  Presiden- 
cy at  all  times,  and  as  soon  as  Bishop  Hunter  shall  return  with  the  same 
a  1 1  his  freight  of  sai  its  to  this  pi  ice,  the  cattle  anl  teams  will  be  dispos- 
el  oft)t'n  '3^;t  il/iUi!:3,  aid  th3  avails,  with  all  we  can  add  to  it,  will 
b3S3  It  forth  imii3diatoly  on  ancthei-  inission  and  w-e  want  you  all  pre- 
pared to  meet  it,  and  ndd  to  it  and  so  would  we  continue  to  increase  it 
fran  Ys^c  to  year,  until,  when  a  "nation  is  born  in  a  day"  they  ca.n  be  re- 
m ave.l  the  next,  if  the  Lord  will.  Therefore  ye  poor  and  meek  of  the 
earth,  li^t  up  yo  ir  heals  and  rejoice  in  the  Hrly  O^e  of  Israel,  for  your  re- 
ds n  )tio  1  di-iW3th  ni^h:  b  it  in  your  rejoicings  be  patient,  for  though  your 
tun  to  emigrate  may  not  be  the  fust  year,  or  even  the  second,  it  will 
CTn3,  and  its  tarryings  will  be  short,  if  all  the  saints  who  have,  will  be  as 
liberal  as  those  in  the  valley. 

All  ths  apostles  new  in  the  valley,  have  had  missions  nssigned  them. 
Eld.  John  Taylor,  accompanied  by  Curtis  E.  Bolton  and  .John  Pack,  sees 
to  France:  El  ler  Lorenzo  Snow  to  Italy,  rccompained  by  .Trgr-ph  To- 
ronto: Eld.  Erastus  Snow  to  Denmark,  rcccm]^aniod  ly  Poter  ITaiiFon, 
ani  will  start  i  i  about  a  week  passing  through  the  States.  Elder  Franklin 
D.  Richards,  accompained  by  John  S.  Iligbee,  Georcre  B.  Wallace,  Job 
Smith,  H.  W.  Church,  Joseph  W.  Johnson,  Joseph  W.  Young,  &-  Jncob 
Gates,  will  go  with  themissi'^n  to  England,  toco-opernte  with  rresident 
0:son.  Prr.tt.  Elder  John  Fcr5gr-30^i.  wi  1  go  out  nt  the  same  time  on  a 
mission  to  S  v:oden.  For  Vvise]  uiyc scs.  1-Joor  P.  P.  Pictt'smifsicn  to  the 
Western  Islands,  will  be  defered  until  spring. 

Elder  Orson  Pratt  is  doing  a  great  work  in  England,  ard  the  cause  rf 
truth  is  advancing  rapidly  in  all  her  home  dominions,  and  the  rejoioe- 
ing  of  the  vSaints  there,  causes  Satan  to  howl,  for  he  is  crmpelled  to  be 
subject  to  the  power  of  the  hfgheet.  Elder  Woodn  ff  is  locctcd  Gt  Crm 
bridge  Port,  Massaciiussetts,  and  has  hfieii  comforting  and  instructing  t!> 
Saints  iu  Ganad.aand  the  Easts:;;!  States  the  past  year      If  Elder  Wacd 


raff  now,  will  gather  up  all  the  Saints  in  his  vicinity  and  come  with  them 

to  this  place,  he  will  do  a  great  work,  and  will  be  tf  ening  the  way  fcr  a 
visit  to  those  nations  who  have  both  eyes  and  ears,  and  are  crying  to  the 
El  lii:^  of  Israel,  come,  tell  us  of  the  things  of  God  for  we  have  heai'd  that 
God  is  with  you. 

By  the  late  arrival  of  our  brethren  from  the  west,  we  learn  that  they 
v/ere  attacked  oa  the  way  by  the  Saake  Lidia  is,  aad  that  a  company  of 
emigrauts  going  west  hid  shaied  the  sime  fate.  Tnese  attacks  from  a 
hitherto  peaceful  tribe,  have  doubtless  arisen  frtm  an  early  ccrnf.any  of 
emigrants  that  passed  through  tliis  place  from  the  states  to  the  mi.es, 
having  shot  two  or  three  s  piaws,  and  stolen  tleir  hcrses  about  IZU  miles 
ncrth  w  est  of  this.  It  is  much  to  be  regreted  that  sucli  a  band  cf  desjer- 
adces  and  murdereis  should  roam  at  large,  exciting  the  ignorant  Liuiaii  to 
retaliation  and  revenge  on  our  jreople,  and  thousands  of  honorable  men 
from  the  states,  who  are,  and  v/ill  be  passing  to  western  Ualifcrnia 
through  the  same  country;  and  we  make  these  observations,  that  such 
men  may  be  on  their  guard  for  their  safety,  and  at  the  same  time  by  every 
honorable  means  endeavor  to  do  away  Ircm  the  Indians  the  jiejudice 
whicii  a  few  wicked  men  have  created. 

Blany  of  the  western  emigrants  were  met  by  cur  Brethren  (  n  this  side 
of  tiie  Siena  Nevaia  mountains,  and  fn  m  tie  .c  w  conoil  on  (f  their  teair^s, 
the  scarcity  cfgrijss,  theb\tei:e£s  of  the  se.  son,  the  great  amount  of  eld 
snow  on  the  mountains  and  the  prospect  of  new,  they  thcvght  mere  than 
probable  that  ma  ly  would  not  be  able  to  reac!i  the  moaatain  heights  this 
senson,  and  many  had  thrown  away  their  ]  re  visit  i  s,  save  cnc  ugh  tt  last 
them  through,  also  their  clc  thing  and  c  ther  thirgs  to  m..ke  their  j  :i£sage 
as  light  as  pcssible,  all  of  which  will  make  their  situation  moie  distressing 
should  they  be  cbliged  to  wii  ter  in  the  mountains. 

Brcther  Parley  P.  Pialt  is  opening  a  new  road  through  the  range  of 
mountains,  ficm  the  Weler  to  this  place,  which  is  already  so  far  advanc- 
ed that  this  fall's  emigration  will  pass  over  it.  This  read  will  be  accom- 
plished at  a  great  exre  ise,  and  will  be  a  great  blessing  to  the  emigrating 
Brethren,  and  together  w'th  biidges  in  the  valley,  ever  the  Weber  and 
Ogden  fork,  all  of  which  we  0x7 ect  v>  i  I  be  ct  mpleted  bef(  re  the  next  em- 
igrating season,  will  shorten  the  distance  and  greatly  facilitate  the  pro- 
gress of  travellers. 

The  health  of  the  sahits  in  the  valley,  is  good,  and  it  is  so  seldom  that 
any  on  ^  dies,  we  scarce  recollect  when  such  an  eve  :t  last  occurred. 

Each  member  of  the  Quorum  of  the  Tvv^elve  Ape  sties  is  an  agent  to 
collect  tithing,  ar  d  dcnatic  1  s  fer  tl  e  Fei]  eti  f.l  Fi  1  d  I'er  tl.e  emigratien 
of  the  roor  saints,  a  id  all  such  crllectio:  s  er  funds  will  be  continually 
subject  to  our  order,  aad  all  our  age  its  in  Earcpe  will  remit  all  such 
funds,  to  our  office  in  Liverpool  every  safe  opportunity;  and  Elder  O.son 
Hyde  will  receive  donations  in  tire  states  on  de,)csit,  for  the  perpetual 
fund,  after  our  agent  leaves  that  [lace  in  the  spring.  , 

While  Kingdoms,  and  G'  verr.ments  ard  thrones,  are  falling  anel  rismg; 
revrlutions  sacceeding  rcvolntior  s;  a^  el  the  nati(  i:S  of  the  earth  are  cver- 
lur'ing;  while  f  lagno,  fe?tilence  and  lamine,  arc  walking  abroad;  and 
whirlwind,  fire,  and  earth  ([uake,  proclaim  the  trnth  of  prrphecy.  let 
the  saints  be  faithful,  and  diHge:it  in  every  duty,and  esj.ecially  in  striving 
to  stand  in  chosen  plar-os,  thit  they  may  watch  the  coming  of  the  Holy 
0 15  of  Isfa-il.  W>  re  naii  yv.ic  brothers  in  the  new  Covenant. 
Great  Salt  Lake  City,  Des3ret.  ^  Briguam  Young. 

Oct,   i-.^th.   1S40.    >  JIsnEH  C,    KiMlBALL. 


inorij  •>  -<>reat*Sait.mke  City.  Oct.,  IGth.  1840. 

'"      ■   PiiEsiDENT  Orson  Hyde. 

Beloved  Brother;  •  The  Lord  has  been  d(avjsirig,  or  rather  making 
manifest,  ways  and  means  to  facilitate  the  gathering  of  liis  Saints  in 
these  last  days:  and  we  lose  no  time  in  cheering  yonr  heart  \vith  the  inteli 
gence,  and  offering  such  sUv^gestions  as  may  be  wisdom  for  yon  to  follow, 
in  helping  to  roll  on  the  glorious  work  of  gathernig  Israel, 

Tne  samts  are  prospermg  in  this  railey,  which  is  a  very  natural  result 
of  their  good  endeavors  to  keep  the  commandments  and  v/ork  righteous- 
ness. The  desire  of  the  bretliren  to  see  Zion  built  up,  is  constantly  in- 
creasing ;  and  their  labors  are  tending  more  and  more  to  thit  one,  great 
object.  Of  our  proceednjgs,  the  circumstances  of  the  saints,  and  things 
in  general  in  this  region,  you  v/ill  soon  learn  by  our  Late  epistle;  and  we 
write  you  ttiore  particularly  at  this  time,  concerniiig  thp  gathering; 
a.nd  thfe  mission  of  our  general  agent,  forthe  Perpetual  Emigrating 
FtjfiD,  for  the  coming  year.  Bishop.  Edward  Hunter,  who  will  soon  be 
with  3^ou,  bearing  the  funds  already  raised  in  this  place;  and,  we  will 
here  state  our  instructions  to  Bishop  Hunter,  so  that  you  may  the  more 
fully  comprehend  our  designs.  .•  . 

In  the'lirst  place,  this  Fund  has  been  raised  by  voluntary  doiaations, 
and  is  to  bticontinued  by  the  same  process,  and  by  so  managiiig,  as  to 
preserve  the  same,  and  cause  them  to  mukipiy.  ... 

Bishop  Hunter  is  instructed  to  go  direct  to  Kancsvillc,  end  confer  \v'ith 
the  general  authorities  of  ihe  church  at  that  place;  I'lid  by  all  means  with- 
in his  reach,  procure  every  information,  so  c.r  to  make  the,  mpst  judicious 
application  of  the  funds, in  the  purchase  of  young  oxen,and  cov\'s,  that  can 
be  worked  elTdctually  to  the  valley,  and  tiiat  Vv^iU  be  capable  of  improve- 
ing  and  s'^Uing,  after  their  arrival,  so  as  to  continue  the  funds  tho  follow- 
ing year. 

We  will  give  early  information,  to  those  whonv  wq  ixaite  directed  to 
be  helped,  and  such  others  as  he  shall  deem  wisdom,  being  aided  in  liis 
judgment  by  the  authorities  among  you,  so  that  they  may  be  preparing 
their  waggons.  &.C..  for  the  journey. 

Waggons  are  so  plenty  here,  t!iat  it  is  very  desirable  not  to  piu'chase 
v/ithihe  perpetual  fu.ii;  b-it,  let  th3S3,  to  b3  asiistei,  make  waggons  of 
vv^^od,  when  they  cannot  get  Iron,  such  as  vrill  be  strong  and  safe  to 
brincj  them  here^  so  that  all  the  funds  may  be  appropriated  to  the  pur- 
chase of  sucii  thhigs  as  will  improve  in  value,  by  being  transfcred  to  tl^is 
place. 

The  poor  can  live  without  the  luxuries  of  life,  on  the  road,  and  iD.'i'iQ 
valley,  as  well  as  in  Pottawatomie,and  other  places;  and  those  who  have 
means  to  purchase  luxuries  have  monies  to  procure  an  outfit  of  their 
own,  and  need  no  help,  therefore  let  sucii  as  are  helped,  receive  as  little 
assistance  vi  food  and  ciothin?,  and  vraggons,  tcc.  as  ca;i  possibly  make 
thorn  comfortable  to  this  place,  and  when  they  arrive,  they  can  p-o  to 
work  and  get  their  outfit,  of  all  things  necessary  for  comfort  and  conven- 
ience, better  then  where  they  are,  and  even  luxuries. 

As  earl/  in  the  s-oring  as  it  will  possibly  (i©,  on  account  of  feed  for  cat- 
tle, Br.  Huater  will  gather  all  his  company,  organize  them  in  the  usu- 
al order,  and  preside  over  the  camp,  traveling  with  the  same  to  this 
plae-s;- having  previously  procured  tlie  best  teamsters  possible,  such  as 
arc  accustomed  to  driving,  and  uili  be  gentle,  kind,  and  attentive  to 
the-r  teams. 

When  the  saints  thus  helped  arrix'e  here,  they  vsnll  give  their  obh'gation 
to  the  Chinch  to  refund,  to  the  araoant  of  \viiai  they  have  rerpivcd    as 
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soon  as  their  eircwmstances  will  permit;  and  labour  will  be  furnished  to 
such  as  wish,  on  the  public  w-orks,  and  good  pay;  and  as  fast'as  they  caA 
procure  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  a  surplus,  that  surplus  will  be  ap- 
plied to   liquidating  ,  their' debt,  and  therby  increasing  the  Perpetual 

Fund.  ..  /      . 

By  this  it  will  readily  be'  discovered,  that  the  Funds  are  to  be^appopri- 
ated  in  the  form  of  a  loan,  rather  than  a  gift;  and  this  will  make  the  hon- 
est in  heart  rejoice,  for  they  love  to  labor,  and  be  indepehdant  B,y  their 
labor,  and  not  live  on  the  charity  of  their  friends;  while  the  lazy  idlers,  if 
any  such  there  be,  v\rill  find  fault,  and  want  every  luxury  furnished  them 
for  their  journey,  and  in  the  end,  pay  nothing.  The  Perpetual  Fund  will 
help  no  such  idlers;  we  have  no  use  for  them,  in  the  valley;  they  had  be  t- 
ter  stay  where  they  are:  and  if  they  think  they  can  devise  a  better  way 
of  appropriating  the  emigrating  funds,  than  we  propose,  let  them  go  to 
work,  get  the  funds,  make  the  appropriation,  set  us  a  better  pattern,  and 
we  will  follow  it;  and  by  that  time  we  are  confident  they  will  have  means 
of  their  own,  and  Avill  need  ho  help. 

Brother  Hunter  will  return  all  the  funds  to  this  place,  next  season, 
when  the  most  judicious  course  will  be  pursued  to  convert  all  the  cattle 
and  means  into  cash,  that  the  same  may  be  sent  abroad  as  speedily  as 
possible  on  another  mission,  together  with  all  that  we  can  raise  besides 
to  add  to  it;  and  we  anticipate  the  Saints  at  Potawatomie  and  in  the  States, 
will  increase  the  funds  by  all  possible  means,  the  coming  winter,  so  that 
our  agent  may  return  v/ith  a  lai^ge.  company. 

The  few  thousands  we  send  out  by  our  agent,  at  this.'tim<j,  is  like  a 
grain  of  mustard  seed,  in  the  earth;  we  send  it  forth  mto  the  world,  and 
among  the  Saints,  a  good  soil;  and  we  expect  it  will  groAV  and  flourish, 
and  spread  abroad,  in  a  few  weeks;  So  that  it  will  cover  England,  cast  its 
shadow  on  Europe;  and  in^^rocees  of  time  compass  the^vhoje  earth:  that 
IS  to  say,  these  funds  are  designed  to  increase  until  Israe'Iis  gathered  from 
all  nations,  and  the  poor  can  sit  under  their  own  vine  and  inhabit  their 
own  house,  and  worship  Gcd  in  Zion. 

If  froni  any  cause,  there  should  be  a  surplus  of  funds  in  the  hands  of 
our  agent,  when  he  leaves  the  States  with  a  company,  he  will  deposite  the 
same  with  some  good  house,  subject  to  our  order,  or  bring  it  with  him  as 
wisdom  dictates.     We  remain  your  Brethren  in  the  Gospel. 

BRIGHAM  YOUNG. 
HEBER  C.  KIMBALL. 
WILLARD  RICHARDS . 


MINUTES  OF  THE  GENERAL  CONFERENCE.  HELD 
AT  GREAT  SALT  LAKE  CITY,  DESERET  Oct.,  6th.  1849. 

Present.     Of  the  First  Presidency,  Brigham  Yc:in?,  Heber  C.  Kimbali,  W.  "Wicbsrds. 

Patriarch:  John  Smith.  Of  the  Twelve  AporJe^.  P.  P.  Pratt,  J.  Taylor,  C.  C.  Rich, 
Lorenzo  Snow,  Erastus  Snow,  and  F.  D.  Richards.  Of  the  Presidencj-  of  the  Stake,  Daniel 
Saencer  and  Wiliard  Snow.  Of  the  Ili^^h  Council,  L;aac  Morley,  Henry  G.  Sherwood, 
Eleazer  rrliller,  L^vi  Jackman,  John  Vanco,  Titus  Blllinfrs,  E  D.  Woollev,"Wm.  W.  Major, 
Ira  Eldrid^e  andi  Elisha  JI-.  Groups.  'Presidency  of  the  Seven^es  ;  Levi  W.  Hanccck, 
Zera  Puizipher  and  Jedediah  M,  tyrant.  Hitrh  Priests  Qiioruiu  ;  Johr.  Youno-J  Reynolds/' 
Cahoon  and  George  B.  WallacL--  Of  the  Elders  Quorum;  John  Nchehcr.  Clerk  cf  the 
Conference  ;  Thomas  Bullock. 

T.~e  Conference  wu^i  calh  d  to  order  by  President  Daniel  Spencer,  when  the  chcir  sung  the 
Jubilee  hymn  ;  prayer  by  President  IL  C.  Kimball  ;  singing  by  the  choir. 

Prest.  H.'C.  Kimi>.ii!,  then  addvessed  tlie  Con.^orv>nce,  and  stated,  thf-re  is  much  business 
to  be  donp,  whicli  will  be  beneficial  to  all  ;  and  in  which  all  nrf  equally  interested.  We 
are  all  of  the  same  family;  v.  e  have  one  God  and  one  Savlcr,  therefore  the  business  interests 
every  one  ;  thij  ough;.  to  be  thought  of,  more  than  it  is.  "We  have  espoused  this  cause  to 
continup  in  it  thrmrrli  life,  and  through  all  eternitie.^.  Th's  wrld  is  f-^)y  my  secone  estate, 
and  if  1  continue  faahlul  in  it,  it  vvili  be  glory  evt:rl""tinij,  to  ail  cttrmty.     Head  the  works 
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pi  Abraham  on  these  matters.  We  want  to  feel  for  the  welfare,  not  only  of  this  people,  bu(  of 
all  the  inhabitants  cf  the  earth.  Sliall  we  debar  cue  poitiLn  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  wcrld 
oiv/.iit  we  Jiive  obtained.  H  jw  yhould  we  ti?el  if  they  l»ad  received  it  and  would  not  commit 
it  to  u.i.  We  wi;it  tui.-)  people  to  take  an  interest  with  us  jn  bearing  otf  tlie  Kingdom  to  all 
the  nations  of  tlie  eartii.  Tuc  tiaie  is  cuiue  when  son.e  cf  the  twelve,  and  t/Uit  rs  cl  the 
Elders,  will  ln.ve  to  go.  How  do  you  feel  on  the  subject,  je  elders  cl  liiael.  Yiu  tughl 
to  hive  your  hearts  prepared  and  be  ready  to  go  ;  know  ye  not  that  C(  d  estal  litln  <i  Ihis 
work  by  J.)sepli  S.mth,  liis  Propiiet;  and  shall  we  become  Lke  drones  in  the  House  ol  Israel. 

say  no.     Let  us  arise  and  shake  ourselves,  and  make  cur  election  t,uic. 

Elder  J  )h  i  T  lyl  >r  tlien  aro.-je  and  said  ;  We  have  met  to  conler  together  upon  the  things 
perta-aing  to  theKingd  nn  of  God,  and  shall  hive  to  attend  to  the  interests  of  thousands  who 
are  n:.t  here  &.c.  &c°   There  is  s.iaietlnng  different  in  our  religim,  to  any  others,  lor  « ur 

0  .veaints  are  all  eternal  ;  they  all  lay  hold  of  eternity  ;  althc  ugh  our  bodies  may  sluuiber  in 
the  grave,  our  spuits  go  into  another  existence,  and  we  go  to  possess  a  glory  tliat  has  Lcen 
reveil.'d  L  >  u;,  we  hiv  >  a  knivlei^e  peitauiiig  to  our  children,  and  our  children's  childien, 
tar  ugh  wuilis  without  end.  li  we  have  got  to  be  Kings  and  Pnests  to  the  Most  High  Gtd, 
we  hive  to  b(  coaie  rulers  ;  and  those  wiio  do  not  know  how  to  rule,  will  be  in  a  peer  place  ; 
tiiey  will  be  similar  to  Napole -n  on  the  island  of  Elba,  retaining  his  title  as  an  Emiieior,  lut 
nivin^  a  >  one  t>  rule  over.  O  i  fe  el  lers  of  Isriel,  remember,  there  are  Kings  and  Priests; 
n)vv  s-'ttiu^  01  tbrjiiej,  wh  \  if  they  only  knew,  would  be  glad  to  exchange  situations  with 
you,  and  g )  and  preach  the  Gospel.  I  believe,  in  a  very  short  time,  the  Elders  of  Israel  will 
c  ).ae  wiUi  their  hat  in  hand,  suiting  the  action  to  the  word,  to  President  Young  and  want  V> 
go  on  missims  ;  and  I  will  say,  S.r,  if  you  want  fifty  men  to  go  now,  they  aie  on  hand  to 
go,  &c. 

Pr.-.^ldent  Brigham  Y<  ung  gave  some  inftructjrns  about  fixing  the  Bowery,  Ac.,  and  said 

1  fell  happy  for  this  shelter  from  the  rays  of  the  sun,  and  tiie  blasts  of  winter  ;  1  t<  •  1  \vf  11 
in  luy  mind,  my  lieart  is  like  th.i  chariot  of  Aminidab,  full  of  joy  ;  I  realize  we  ought  to  I.ear 
olT  the  K;nj;doia  to  tlie  nations  of  the  earth  ;  this  people  as  a  wluie,  are  a  good  per  pic,  and 
I  ah  ill  seck^to  di  the.n  good,  and  bring  forth  salvation  to  the  whole  House  of  Israel,  for  1 
want  to  nee  Zhn  built  up. 

The  Ciioir  su  ig  a  hymn.     Benediction  by  Elder  C.  C.  R'.ch.     Adjourned  for  one  hour. 

Hilfp  litone  o'cl  ck,  P.  M.  Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  op«'iicd  in 
(he  iisuil  manner. 

Prest.  M.  C  Kimball  rose  to  present  some  items  of  business,  the  first  of  which  is,  to  raise 
funds  to  bri  ig  the  po-r  to  thi.j  place.  Most  cf  y<  n  are  awnre  c  f  the  c<  venant  n.ade  ly  the 
Si'ii's  In  th'^  Temple,  in  Nauvoo  ;  that  we  would  not  cease  our  rpperati-n  until  we  had 
i!r')u.!Tht  the  poor  to  this  valley,  or  those  th  it  v/anted  to  come.  We  are  here,  and  rue  healthy, 
and  haye  plenty  to  eat,  drink,  and  to  do  ■  and  I  prophecy  you  shall  never  hn\e  less,  v  hih- 
.■r^uA.'  ■  33'li  w*^  il^.t'iil  taci  v'.he  itu-.'^  ot'S-Klli'  ^nol.  ''' Ta«'  v~j\.t''r,-j  \.isv.  user.-  w 
fulfil  that  ovf^nant.  Urw  let  every  man  and  woman  take  hold,  and  dont  send  y<  ur  agf  nt 
to  the  jt-ites  with  le^i  thm  ten  thousand  dolhrs,  and  tlien  you  will  cause-  a  d-ay  of  rejc  icing 
a;  I'ln^  tlie  poor  in  Illinois. 

It  f.vi3  moti  nied  th't  we  riliv"  a  fund  to  bring  the  poor  to  this  plare  ;     Carried. 

It  'ivas  notioned  that  there  be  a  com.nitlee  of  five  appointed  to  raise  Junds,  to  srrd 
bJip.k  to  (y-thfT  up  the  porr;  Cared.  Th>t  Willard  Snrw.  John  S.  Fuh;:er,  Lcr»  rzo 
Sn-nv,  J' !in  D.  Lre  rnd  Ir  nl  lin  D.  F  cl  a  ds.  le  tie  (rnnittee;  (  niirt".  Tl.at 
Edward  M;:n*'r  eirrf  the  funds  b?nl:  to  the  States,  buy  ca'tle,  take  the  oversight  of  the 
pr;perty,  and  bring  the  peor  to  this  pl^ce  ;  Cfrrird.  T  hf t  Elders  An  nsa  Lj  n  an  rrd 
Chu-lei  C.  Rich,  b"  appointed  to  .(rather  up  funds  in  C  l.fornia,  as  agents  for  the  perpelu;d 
fund  :  Carried.  Eld"r  J"hn  Taylor  motioned,  that  Ihf-  wh^le  business  pertaining  fo  the  Per- 
potu  il  E  uigratinfT  Fund  f^r  the  ponr,  be  under  the  d  rect'.on  ef  the  First  Presidency  ;  Car- 
ried. M  ved  that  Eldf»r  ChTles  C.  Rich  t^o  on  a  mis.sion  t'->  Western  Cslifernis,  nnd  essist 
Eld"r  A  nasa  Lvrnan  in  the  dutjog  of  his  office  ;  to  succeed  Eldf^r  Lvman  whrn  he  returns 
h^re  ;  to  recive  tithin'T  ^nd  d  inati'^n^  ';n  b^haYnf  the  church  ;  and  to  perform  nil  eth<  r  dn'ieg 
a^  an  Arjis'l''  <-'f  >iJie  Chnrnh  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Lat'-er  Day  Saints. ;  Carried.  Wf  vrd  that  LI- 
riPT  Addison  Pratt,  James  Bnwn  and  Hiram  H.  Blackwell,  ,?o  to  the  Society  Islands,  te  pre pch 
th'^-  Gosopi ;  Carried.  iMotioned  that  Ltcozo  Sni-w  and  Jeseph  Trrrnto  go  en  n.isi^ifns  to 
li~!]y.  That  Erastu^  Snc'v  f  nd  Pe'er  IlJins^i),  go  en  missions  to  Dennark.  That  Jfffph 
W.  Johnson  and  J^senh  V\7.  Y^nn'/  s'<  "n  missions  to  Fnrl" nd.  Th^t  J'hn  Tayirr  gr  en  a 
rai'jsi-^n  to  Fran-je  ;  That  Curtis  E.  B''lt''n  i^o  xs-i<h  EldT  Taylor  en  his  m!S?sirn  to  Fr.'^rice. 
and  That  Francis  M.  Pomeroy  go  with  Elder  Rich  on  his  mission  to  Western  California. — 
Ail  canrip<?  unanhn^"!!?!'/, 

F:->  Y  v:j~  -.'v-  ■:^"~  ■o^.~\-«^.,^'i4x,  Va-.a  tlj^'^Tw»^^  <re  'MM  in  aA«r  i.  ««'W,  th-\r  d'.r- 
tatf^  the  Jiff 'irs  r-.f  the  Ch'irch  ^herr,  the  Fai-ee  a''  I  do  h^  r^*.  'f'he  enquir  •  mav  be  mad",  c-n 
L"'renz'>  Snow  dictate  anv  wh'^'re  hut  in  Italy  ;  Yes  :  The  T'^e've  dictate  in  all  iJie  world,  ^nd 
S'='nd  eld<=rs  where  ih^v  ofensp,  an^as  t'i°v  deeTi 'visia  n.  W<^  hxve  aonain'.ed  L-renzn  and 
Er^stns  f'i-iaw,  ta  certain  -nissiin',  have  thev  "ny  ri  rh*;  t-a  c-a  an^  >vh'*r'>  el-se;  Yes;  1  ■.•'sh 
th^v  w>uld  oppn  th'^  dior  t""  pvf^rv  nati'>n  on  the  e">r',k  ;  and  if  an  Ap's'.le  sees  any  one  pr')- 
fe-i4n?  t-i  hf"  -n  E' It  in *':i^  Church,  and  brinying dWrrace '^n the  Priesthood,  he  has  au'hoji  - 
ty  t,  X  <,;]o,-i-p  h'.'n,  h  ■^I'l.i  b'a  iiee'iae  and  --.at  him  ofFfram  the  Churnh. 

M-ived  that  Fran&Iin  D.  R'chards  ro  rn  a  missl'n  to  En^^lnnd .  and  carried. — 
Maved  that  J ^b  S  nith  ?"■  '•'i  a  m'.ssien  t'a  En^brd  ;  carried.  IVia^ed  that  Maden  W.  Church 
g,'>  on  a  niissioT!  to  En.'^laTid :  carried.  M->ved  that  Isa-^.c  M:)risyj  Chtrles  Eihrmway  and 
&r'h  'TalT,,  he  iiv3  men.  ta  take  l!i3  Presidency  of  the  Settlen'ient  in  the  Sctndpilch  valley  :  car- 
ried. 

"Prest    n    C    K4jnb.;i.n  ♦icn  irw]*"  30.t.ip  7,oi?!iled  rem.'n'kr  o-o  \he  piOpriety  cf  «!.i!:sjfying  the 


